


Clean-up 
time!
¡Es el 

momento de 
arreglar!

Can’t we play a little m
ore?

¿Podemos jugar un ratito más?
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It’s clean-up time.  
Do you remember  

what we do?
Es el momento  

de arreglar.  
¿Se acuerdan qué es 

lo que hacemos?

Yes! We remember.

¡Si! Nos acordamos.
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Toddlers are busy people. They’re always on the move—and leave a trail of toys 
and unfinished activities behind them. Stay on top of the big messes by turning 
clean-up time into a regular part of your toddler’s routine. 

Keep clean-up quick. Store puzzles on a shelf and books in a bin. Assign 
children a task: “It’s time to put the trains away. Can you put them in this box, 
please?” You may do most of the work, but your toddler will be learning how  
to clean up. 

Set a positive example. Toddlers probably won’t get excited about cleaning up. 
Model tidying up as part of the daily routine. Explain the benefits. Toys are less 
likely to get lost if they are put away, and clean-up clears the way for more fun.

Be realistic. Toddlers often leave an activity and come back to it later, so allow 
the opportunity to keep an unfinished project out for later use. No toddler will 
be as neat as a pin. Adjust your expectations accordingly. 

Break down tasks into steps. “Let’s start with 
putting books on the shelf, and then we’ll pick up  
the crayons.” Take breaks to notice how much  
you’ve accomplished. 

Have fun. When clean-up feels like a game, children 
are more likely to join in. Offer compliments as you 
work, and give high fives or hugs when you finish.

Clean-Up Tips for  
Parents & Caregivers
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